> CEDPL

. l l 1 SOUTH EASTERN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

GREEK AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY

BACHELOR OF ARTS (EXTERNAL - GENERAL)
ACADEMIC YEAR- 2014/2015
YEAR -1, SEMESTER-11

CENTRE FOR EXTERNAL DEGREES AND PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

M.L.ISSADEEN




COURSE MANUAL

GREEK AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY

PHM 12013

Prepared by
Mr. ML.Issadeen




Course Title : Greek and Medieval Philosophy

Course Code : PHM 12013
Year 01

Semester 12

Credit Value :3

Status : Core
Number of Hours :45

Introduction

This course is a historical introduction to the Western Philosophic tradition.
Selected philosophers will be examined from each of the following periods:
Ancient Greek and Medieval. A great place to begin the study of philosophy
is with the ancient Greeks who invented (or discovered) it. In order to attain
a better understanding of human intellectual history we will explore the
birth of rational thought with the Pre-Socratics, then move to Athens with
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle and continue with philosophers from the late
Classical and Medieval periods. We will focus on their theories of
knowledge, metaphysics, and ethics. We will view the writings from these
periods as a heritage, which is relevant to many of the significant religious
and philosophical issues facing us now, including the perennial search for
values. At times, the thought of ancient and medieval masters will force us
to cast a critical glance at some of our current assumptions. In short, we
will be engaged in a dialogue on perennial issues with some of the greatest
philosophical minds the world had produced. Primary and secondary
sources will be intertwined in lectures and discussions.

Objectives

» To provide a solid working knowledge of the major western
philosophers and religious thinkers, from the earliest Greeks to the
eve of the Renaissance.

» To make students able to reflect philosophically (i.e. to gain insight
into the nature of Philosophical argumentation) students can ask
themselves "What is this philosopher trying to prove?," "How is the
position argued for?," "Is the position one we can ultimately
accept”.




Learning outcomes
After successful completion of the course unit the students will be able to,

» Acquire a general idea of the historical origins of western philosophy
in ancient Greece, learning how key fields of philosophy (ethics,
metaphysics, and epistemology) developed over a period of almost
1000 years, from roughly 550 B.C.E. to 150 C.E.

» Grasp the importance of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle and
understand how their ideas differed on topics such as the definition
of reality, the nature and immortality of the soul, the extent and
basis of human knowledge, the origins of the cosmos, the nature of
God or the gods, and the definition of the good life for humans.

Y

improve their analytic and writing skills in the following ways:

» Grasp and articulate abstract ideas about the nature of reality or
Being, the grounds of knowledge, and more.

» Criticize or defend, in both discussion assignments and unit papers,

some fundamental positions on matters of ethics and social

philosophy.

METHOD OF TEACHING & LEARNING (TL):

The following TL methods will be used to demonstrate the various topic of
the course.

TL1 Lecture

TL2  Small Group Discussion

TL3  Problem Solving

TL4  Case Study

METHOD OF EVALUATION:
The students will be evaluated with semester-end written examination and
continuous assessment method.

Semester-End Written Examination 70%
Continuous Assessment 30%
Total 100%




METHOD OF ASSESSMENT:

The method of assessment will be carried out in following ways;
Al Quiz

A2 Presentation

A3 Assignment

A4 Report

Final Examination
Duration of final question paper for the Semester program will be three
hours. Students are required to answer five questions out of eight.

Course Contents

Unit 1 The Origins of Greek Philosophy
1.1 Greek Warfare

1.2 Greek Identity

I.3 Greek Writing

I.4 Greek Society

Unit 2 The Pre-Socratic Philosophers
2.1 Thales of Miletus

2.2 Anaximander of Miletus

2.3 Anaximenes of Miletus

2.4 Pythagoras of Samos

2.5 Parmenides of Elea

2.6 Heraclitus of Ephesus

2.7 Democritus of Abdera

2.8 Hippocrates

2.9 The Sophists

Unit 3 Greek Thought
3.1 Socrates

3.2 Plato

3.3 Aristotle

3.4 Plotinus




Unit 4 Medieval philosophy
4.1 Historical development
4.2 Doctrinal characteristics
4.3 Philosophical theology

Unit 5 Islamic philosophy

5.1 The early years of Islamic philosophy

5.2 Islamic philosophy and the Islamic sciences

5.3 Islamic philosophy in the modern world

5.4 Greek Sources in Arabic and Islamic Philosophy

LECTURER IN CHARGE: Mr. M.L. Issadeen
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