LANGUAGE AS A MODE OF COMMUNICATION

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Language is foremost a means of communication, and communication almost always takes place within some sort of social context. 

2. This is why effective communication requires an understanding and recognition of the connections between a language and the people who use it. 
Ex. Using informal language with friends, family, etc
Using formal language when speaking with teachers, in a public setup, unknown person, etc.

3. When communicating with others, you should have the knowledge of language, cultural & social forces applied acting on that language. 

4. Social context is a major factor that drives our language choices- For example, consider where, when and with whom are you using language, the choice of words.

5.  We frequently evaluate a person’s education, socioeconomic level, background, honesty, friendliness, and numerous other qualities by how that person speaks. And when we want to make a particular impression on someone else, we consciously choose our language, just as we choose our hair styles or clothing.

6. Language is integrally intertwined with our notions of who we are on both the personal and the broader, societal levels. 

7. When we use language, we communicate our individual thoughts, as well as the cultural beliefs and practices of the communities of which we are a part: our families, social groups, and other associations.

8. Your language is your identity.

9. Language has power.

		(American English- History, structure and usage, Cambridge university press)







