
Poultry breeding 



• Sri Lanka holds a rich genetic pool of chicken

➢ One of the wild ancestors known as Gallus Lafayettii (Ceylon jungle fowl)



➢ Locally adopted breeds



• Since colonial times, back-yard system has been an integral part

of the crop-livestock integrated farming system in the all part of 

Sri Lanka

• The “Central poultry research station (CPRS) Karadagolla”, 

was established in 1954 to provide quality genetic material for 

production, technical extension services, research and 

development.

• Subsequently, in 1960s parent birds were imported.



Commercial strains

• In early 1970’s, Sri Lanka has imported some commercial strains for 

development of the industry. 

• A Hybrid of Cornish and Plymouth Rock for broiler production has been 

introduced by department of agriculture under the open economic policy

• Commercial layer and broiler industry totally depend on the imported 

Grandparent (GP) and parent (P) stocks for breeding.

• Commercial broiler strains - cobb-500, Arbor acres, Hy-line, Indian-

River

• Commercial layer strains - shaver, Indian River, Hy-lines     



• Few private companies hold the sole power of commercial broiler and 

layer breeding in Sri Lanka.

• Currently, there are three grandparents breeding farm producing the 

large-scale parent’s birds of Hubbard Classic, Cobb 500 and Indian 

River Strain

• More than 91% of parent bird requirement is fulfilled by these three 

main GP farms. 

• 33-parent farms buy parent birds from grandparent farms and produce 

day old broiler chicks for country use. 














